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CURRICULUM, ASSESSMENT AND HOMEWORK POLICY 
 

 
Trinity pupils are passionate about learning and curious about the world, having the courage and 

confidence to embrace life, to seek out challenge and to build resilience through their experiences. 

Academic aspiration is matched by a commitment to excellence in extra-curricular life. 

Trinitonians are encouraged to develop a personal vision and integrity, to show leadership and 
responsibility and to value service to the community. Their reflective approach is built upon the 
foundation of Trinity’s Christian values, readying them for life in the modern, globalised world. 

 

The curriculum offered at all Key Stages gives pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, 

technological, human and social, physical and aesthetic, and creative education. The School 

emphasises the development of people through a holistic approach to education in which education 

takes place through extracurricular activities in addition to formal class learning. The Director of 

Studies leads a team of four Directors of Learning whose brief is to drive learning within and between 

their faculties developing a love of learning and of their subject areas. This is achieved through a wide 

range of activities such as trips, visiting speakers, cross phase and cross curricular activities in addition 

to the planning and delivery of stimulating class lessons across the Key Stages. 

There are four faculties within the School whose aim is to drive learning within and beyond the 

classroom and to develop a passion for their subjects. They are the Humanities Faculty which includes 

English, History, Geography and Religious Education; The International and Performance Studies 

Faculty which includes: Business, Performing Arts, Music, Modern Foreign Language and Physical 

Education; the Science Faculty which includes, Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Psychology; and the 

Technology Faculty which includes, Design and Technology, Art, Information and Communication 

Technology and Mathematics. Leadership of the English as an Additional Language and Learning 

Success Departments comes under the remit of the Director of Studies. 

Teachers within the faculties engage in action research to ensure their continued professional 

development which facilitates learning within their faculties. The action research is often aligned to a 

faculty target such as ensuring access to the curriculum for students with learning difficulties or 

assessing the effectiveness of flipped learning. 

Key Stage 3 Curriculum  

  

The curriculum at Key Stage 3 is focused on developing the skills required for successful completion of 

GCSEs within the context of stimulating Subject based material. The skills include subject specific 

practical skills such as the ability to design an experiment in science, or to plan an essay in English but 

also include skills related to the School Vision such as leadership, resilience and reflection. The Key 

Stage presents opportunities for project work and faculty wide work such as Science week in which 

the whole school is involved in science activities in addition to outreach work to the community and 

Opportunities To Learn And Make Progress 
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local schools with the ‘Science Buskers’; and Poetry week in which Key Stage 3 in involved in poetry 

writing and speaking competitions. Leadership opportunities are available through the Ambassador 

scheme and the Giving Nations week in Year 9 provides opportunities to develop team work and 

leadership alongside an appreciation of the wider world and the challenges faced by people less 

fortunate then themselves as the pupils engage in voluntary and charity work. 

Maths, English and Science are set according to ability. EAL lessons are generally timetabled against 

English and MFL lessons and Learning Success lessons are timetabled by the SENCO with regard to the 

student’s particular needs.  

  

Key Stage 4 Curriculum  

  

The holistic approach to education and the emphasis on the development of young people that reflect 

the School Vision continues into Key Stage 4. In addition to their academic studies, Key Stage 4 pupils 

have recreational sports afternoons and opportunities to learn outside of the classroom through 

activities such as field trips, visiting speakers and visits to universities and employers.  The Envoy 

system encourages the development of Leadership skills and all pupils are involved in charity and 

community events 

In addition to the core subjects of English, Mathematics, Religious Studies and Science; pupils select 

from a range of GCSE, BTEC and in some cases Functional Skills qualifications according to their 

interests, ability and career plans. The curriculum is designed each year to reflect the preferred subject 

areas of the cohort from the following potential subjects: Art and Design; Business Studies GCSE or 

BTEC Level Two, Design and Technology including Resistant Materials or Food and Nutrition; French, 

Geography; German; History; Music; Performing Arts BTEC; Psychology; Sport; and Spanish. 

 

In Science pupils select from Double Award, or up to three separate science GCSEs in consultation with 

their teachers, Key Stage Heads, and parents or guardians. Pupils sitting less than three separate 

sciences have additional English and Maths lessons and, or undertake the Certificate in Personal 

Development ASDAN Level Two qualification. 

 

EAL lessons are typically timetabled against Modern Foreign Language lessons. Pupils with English as 

an Additional Language who wish to sit a GCSE in their native language are supported in this with club 

provision for the reading of literature in their native language or examination preparation. 

 

Sixth Form Curriculum  

 

The School’s holistic approach to education and its emphasis on the development of young people 

that reflect the School’s Vision continues into Sixth Form. In addition to their academic studies, Sixth 

Form students have recreational sport afternoons and Life Skills lessons in which they prepare for the 

ASDAN Certificate in Personal Development Level Three qualification which help them to develop the 

skills and knowledge to prepare them for life beyond Sixth Form. In addition to their timetabled 

lessons, they have supervised study sessions and private study lessons in order to assist them in 

developing independent study skills, and the skills of self-motivation, time management and 

prioritising work. The Prefect system encourages the development of Leadership skills and the 
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School’s commitment to charity continues into the Sixth Form with opportunities for the students to 

plan and manage charity days developing team working, leadership skills, financial management and 

communication skills in addition to an enhanced understanding of people less fortunate than 

themselves.  

Since qualification reform in 2016 onwards, the majority of Sixth Form students are encouraged to 

study three subjects at either A level or BTEC or a combination of the qualifications. In some cases 

students combine their Sixth Form academic studies with apprenticeships and the world of work. 

Students with English as an Additional Language typically also take their IELTS qualification and sit an 

A level in their native language. We endeavour to support students in their native language 

examinations through examination preparation. 

In order to accommodate as many different combinations of subjects at both Lower and Upper Sixth, 

we endeavour to timetable in parallel for both year groups.  This means that students in the Upper 

Sixth may take a combination of AS stand alone, and A level or BTEC qualifications subjects or, indeed, 

study a full A’ Level in one year.   The curriculum is designed each year to reflect the preferred subject 

areas of the cohort from the following potential subjects: Art and Design, Biology, Business, Chemistry, 

Design and Technology, Economics, French, Further Mathematics, Geography, German, History, ICT 

BTEC, Mathematics, Music and Performing Arts BTEC, Physics, Psychology and Religious Education. 

 

 

Pupils or students requiring a visa from outside the EU are tested in English and Maths to determine 

they have a suitable level of English before being offered a place at Trinity.  In addition, as detailed in 

the EAL Policy, overseas students undergo further testing in reading, writing, listening and speaking 

on their arrival. Where necessary, the Head of EAL will seek approval from parents/guardians for extra 

EAL lessons, sometimes on a one-to-one basis.  

The skills tests in CAT 4, MIDYIS, YELLIS and ALIS are regarded as good indicators of core academic 

ability for EAL students with comparatively weak English.  Teachers are made aware that limited 

command of English may mask the true abilities of a pupil or student who is, in fact, gifted and talented 

in one or more areas or indeed may be experiencing learning difficulties  The development of 

assessment tests in native languages by commercial companies, offers potential for the further 

development of our ability to assess pupils or students with English with An Additional Language and 

in specific to identify any potential underlying learning difficulties. 

The support of the EAL Department is central to the successful delivery of our curriculum to students 

for whom English is an additional language. In addition to the Sixth Form curriculum outlined above, 

EAL is provided for ten periods per cycle.  Flexibility within the Department allows some students to 

receive an increased level of support for their English, (sometimes on a one-to-one basis), whilst others 

who attain IELTS Level 7 are given the opportunity to study for a higher qualification such as CAE or 

CPE.  In addition it is recognised that some students face the combined challenge of English as an 

additional language and learning difficulties. Provision is offered for one to one or small group support 

for these students either with a teaching assistant or a teacher, at the parents’ discretion following 

guidance from the school. However provision for the needs of these students is also the responsibility 

of every teacher and teachers are provided with INSET regarding how best to plan and deliver lessons 

Provision for Students with  English As An Additional Language 
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to students with English as an Additional Language in order that progress is made by all. The Head of 

EAL supplies the Examinations Officer with a list of EAL students requiring, (and meeting), the criteria 

for extra time in public examinations.  

 

 

The Learning Success Department offers support to students with Educational Health Care Plans or 

specific learning difficulties and students who are gifted and talented in one or more areas. However 

provision for the needs of these students is also the responsibility of every teacher and teachers are 

provided with information regarding how best to plan and deliver lessons to students in order that 

progress is made by all. Pupil Passports are written for students with specific learning difficulties. 

These are written by the students themselves with support from Learning Success teachers and 

identify specific strategies that help them. These are stuck into their books for easy reference by 

teachers. 

The SEN Policy clearly identifies how we aim to identify a pupil's special need as soon as possible, using 

the results of base-line tests, reading and comprehension tests, Key Stage tests, tests of self-esteem 

and an on-going process of monitoring progress by subject and form teachers.  It also identifies the 

subsequent action depending upon the findings. Any teacher with a concern over the learning of a 

particular student is encouraged to seek the advice and guidance of the SENCO or Head of EAL as soon 

as possible. The two Departments liaise closely together to establish the best form of support for 

students.  The SENCO will co-ordinate special access arrangements where the special needs of a 

student warrant extra time, a reader or scribe, ICT access etc. during public examinations.   

 

The English Subject Leader and teachers focus on exposing pupils to a wide range of literature so that 

each pupil can discover the power of words.  Through literary texts pupils and students are 

encouraged to realise a passion for literature: the power of stories creates understanding and links 

between all pupils.  The study of Shakespeare is brought to life in every year group, alongside the 

enjoyment of modern authors. Media texts and other non-fiction texts are also studied in order to 

promote a confident use of English in everyday life as well as in the work environment.    Our aim is 

that pupils and students will develop a sound grasp of the varieties of English and understand and be 

able to use the principles by which it operates.  All classes benefit from dedicated silent reading library 

sessions or classroom time. 

 

All Subject areas within the School attend to literacy and numeracy during the planning of their 

schemes of work and when planning individual lessons. In terms of literacy, emphasis is placed on the 

importance of planning, drafting and improving work.  In terms of numeracy, emphasis is placed on 

the importance of mental calculation, estimation, achieving a suitable degree of accuracy of 

measurement, selecting types of graphs appropriate to the data, etc.  Trinity believes that raising the 

standard of literacy and numeracy is a whole-school issue and each subject must identify the part it 

will play in this.  It is the responsibility of each Director of Learning and Subject Leader to monitor this.  

Provision For Pupils Or Students With EHC Plans And Or Learning Difficulties 

Linguistic Education 
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Speaking and listening is an integral part of nearly every lesson.  Class discussion, presentations, paired 

work, larger group discussions and role plays all give opportunities to hone speaking and listening 

skills.  In all these situations, teachers encourage respect for all including those with English as an 

additional language or learning difficulties, for some of whom these activities will be particularly 

demanding. Tolerance of difference and celebration of courage and resilience is encouraged. Peers 

are encouraged to question others to encourage reflection; and club provision offers opportunities for 

English Speaking Board, public speaking and debating. 

The role of Modern Foreign Languages in the School is to promote the skills and fun of learning 

Languages at any level. It is staffed by a very enthusiastic and friendly team including a native French 

speaker and a native German speaker. The international nature of the school results in a culture of 

linguistic diversity which is of benefit to all, developing experience of language and cultural difference. 

Students with English as an Additional Language are encouraged to speak in English during lesson time 

however. The presence of pupils and students in the school with a rich variety of language, some 

speaking up to four languages, provides a positive role model to the English speaking pupils and 

students and opportunities to practice their languages with native speakers. 

 

All pupils in Key Stage 3 and 4 receive Mathematical education. The mathematic teachers view the 

teaching and learning of mathematics as an exciting journey of discovery as pupils and students search 

for patterns and develop mathematical skills through investigation, discussion, practise and 

application. They aim to develop, maintain and stimulate pupils’ interest, fascination and enjoyment 

in mathematics. Classes are streamed by ability and differentiation is effectively planned within these 

lessons to ensure that all pupils and students regardless of their ability or attitude to mathematics are 

facilitated in making progress. Teaching assistants are provided on a one to one basis for pupils or 

students with EHC plans or learning difficulties that require such assistance and class room teaching 

assistants are provided where possible for more general classroom assistance. 

Mathematics has three specialist classrooms for the teaching of Mathematics. Each room is equipped 

with a “SMARTBoard” and sound system, connected to the schools computer network.  Mathematics 

is well resourced with specialist Mathematics software and practical equipment, to enable various 

investigative and problem solving tasks to be incorporated into the teaching of mathematics. 

Each year we enter a number of our more able mathematicians for the UK Mathematical Challenge, 

at either Junior, Intermediate or Senior level. The aim of these Mathematical Challenges is to stimulate 

greater interest in mathematics across the 11-18 age group, encouraging participation and rewarding 

enthusiasm and achievement.   

 

 

 

 

Mathematical Education 

Scientific Education 
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Science within Trinity aims to inspire its pupils and students to become scientist of the future whether 

that is in the discipline of Biology, Physics, Chemistry or Psychology. There is an emphasis on active 

experimentation to develop a passion for the subject and an understanding of the research methods 

behind some of our greatest scientific discoveries whist also appreciating the development of research 

methodologies over recent times. All of the subjects develop the higher order thinking skills of 

analysis, synthesis and evaluation and pupils and students are encouraged to be curious questioners. 

After school clubs provided by the Faculty include ‘Science Buskers’  a group of pupils ranging from 

Prep 4 to Upper Sixth who take science experiences out into the community through other schools 

and Devon County Show to inspire an interest in science. There are extensive trips and extracurricular 

opportunities including visits to universities and conferences 

 

 

Trinity enjoys an excellent student/computer ratio and opportunities for use of ICT is embraced when 

its use is of educational value. Most classrooms have Interactive whiteboards which are used to 

engage pupils and students with their learning where appropriate. For some pupils and students the 

use of laptops is their normal way of working and they have access to this facility in classrooms and in 

examinations. 

 All pupils in Key Stage 3 have ICT lessons and it is available as either a GCSE option or a club in Key 

Stage 4 as determined by GCSE Option choices. A touch typing club is also offered to all Key Stages. 

Trinity is well equipped with a variety of software that allows students to use technology to research, 

combine and present their ideas in business standard office software.   In addition to this, the Serif 

Creative Suite along with other subject-specific software enables students to develop their knowledge 

and understanding across the curriculum. Microsoft 365 is now available free to all pupils, students 

and teachers Members of teaching staff may book a free computer suite for individual, small group or 

whole class teaching using the room booking system available on the school intranet.   A computer 

suite may be booked up to two weeks in advance but if required members of staff can email the Head 

of ICT to make an advanced booking.  This may be necessary for controlled assessments.   

 

 

All pupils and students take part in recreational sports afternoons and Physical Education lessons 

where specific skills are developed. There are opportunities for rugby, football, netball, hockey, 

basketball, tennis, volleyball, rounders, cricket, gymnastics, dance, athletics and swimming with many 

of our pupils and students competing and achieving at ISA National level. A huge range of extra-

curricular sports clubs are on offer for those wishing to develop their skills further. In addition to Inter-

House and Inter-School competitions, teams are regularly entered in national competitions such as: 

the ISA netball finals; cross country; swimming; athletics and, the Rosslyn Park Rugby Sevens 

tournaments. Pupils are also encouraged to push their own limits with annual activities on Dartmoor 

and an Adventure week in West Wales. Links with local clubs are actively developed and many pupils 

Technological Education  

Physical  Development  
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enjoy the benefits of this.  The Sports Leader Level 1 and 2 Award is also currently available to pupils 

in the Sixth Form. 

 

 

Pupils in Key Stage 3 have weekly lessons in Geography, History, RS and PHSME in which human and 

social development is explored. At Key Stage 4 students opt for their GCSE subjects which may include 

humanities subjects. All pupils in KS4 study biology and many study Psychology in which human and 

social development is extensively studied. In Sixth Form Biology, Psychology, History, Geography and 

Religious Education are offered. PHSME and curriculum enrichment lessons in Key Stage 3, PHSME 

Impact Days in KS4, and Life Skills lessons in Sixth Form continue education related to human and 

social development. 

 

All students in Key Stage 3 have Music, Art, and Performing Arts lessons. At Key Stage 4 and 5 options 

for all of these subjects are offered. Within Music there is a ‘Music for all’ policy and many varied 

opportunities for musical expression are offered. Currently we offer: student and staff choirs, Guitar 

Ensemble, a samba Band, Composers club, a Rock Band and student led vocal groups and we have 

yearly School productions developed together with Performing Arts.  

 

Art aims to empower students to nurture their creative ability through sustained activities and 

experiences. Trips and visits to artist’s studios and artists in residence are a key part of the student 

experience. Excellent facilities include an integral kiln room with a state of the art fully digitally 

programmable kiln, a Shimpo vary directional power wheel, a flatbed printing press, two networked 

computers with dedicated colour laser printer, a single stand-alone computer with a variety of art 

programmes with dedicated A3 scanner/printer, A3 colour printer and drawing tablet used for digital 

imaging. Art is displayed around the school and the community to provide thought provoking 

experiences and to develop interest in Art. 

 

 

PHSME education is integrated throughout the school day reflecting the School’s ethos and Vision.  

The Senior Tutor, Subject Leader of R.S., Key Stage Heads and Chaplain co-ordinate the delivery of 

PHSME education through a variety of mediums including PHSME lessons; Key Stage 4 Impact 

Afternoons;  Sixth Form Life Skills;  RS lessons; Chapel Services and assemblies;  form assemblies; Key 

Stage charity events, and Giving Nations. Assemblies and Chapel Services are delivered by a range of 

people including the School’s RC and Anglican Chaplains, other visiting clergy, church and charity 

workers, the Headmaster, Heads of Key Stage and pupils and students themselves.  

Human and Social Development  

Creative Development  

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
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In addition, Trinity believes PHSME to be a school wide responsibility and opportunities for its inclusion 

in SOW in all other academic subjects are taken. The School’s ethos and Vision embody respect for 

others and celebrating rather than only tolerating difference. The School aims to prepare pupils and 

students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences after school be that in Britain or 

Internationally.  

The Lesson observation form used within the school include comment on teachers inclusion of cross 

curricular links such as literacy (including reading, writing and communication), numeracy, ICT and 

PHSME/SMSC and Respect for Fundamental British Values   

 

Careers guidance is led by the Senior Tutor and delivered specifically by the School Chaplain, however 

opportunities for discussion of potential careers is also a School wide responsibility. Careers may be 

discussed in subjects, during tutorial time , at transition from Key Stage 4 and in UCAS tutor meetings. 

Guidance is presented in an impartial manner and is aimed at providing pupils and students with 

sufficient information about a broad range of careers options that they are able to make informed 

choices. Pupils and students are encouraged to be aspirational and realistic to ensure that they seek 

to fulfil their potential as we prepare them for life after school. 

 In Key Stage 3 there are close links with the PHSME programme and pupils consider the nature of 

work and the way they value different roles in society. ‘Ways and Choices’ software is used to discuss 

GCSE options as well as the changing labour market. In Year 10 the students undertake Work 

Experience for 5 days. This process involves students recognising their own skills and attributes and 

employability skills as well as CV writing and a possible interview for the placement.  Devon Education 

Business Partnership provides support here and named contacts work closely with the school.  In Year 

11 students find out what employers require from employees. ‘Ways and Choices’ software is used as 

part of the programme to inform students of post-16 options including apprenticeships, employment 

and higher education.  In the Sixth Form the emphasis is on supporting students to make the transition 

from school to higher education, university, employment or training. This is done with the help of Sixth 

Form tutors, UCAS tutors, and a range of outside speakers.  Lower Sixth students are given the 

opportunity to visit the UCAS Higher Education Fair.  In addition to the above, the School organises 

special events such as visits by parents in relevant careers, or visits by presentation teams from HM 

Forces.  

 

Trinity seeks to promote a love of learning in and outside of the classroom and its holistic approach to 

education values the opportunities for learning that extracurricular activities offer. There is an 

extensive club provision available to pupils and students including such things as aromatherapy, 

cookery, basketball, science  busking, and Zumba to name just a few of the opportunities currently 

offered. Year seven and eight pupils attend a compulsory Monday club to ensure that they take 

advantage of the opportunities available to them and to instil a cultural norm of attending clubs in 

recognition of the educational value of such activities. In Year 9 pupils attend CCF a youth scheme 

based upon military concepts of discipline and training, within which boys and girls develop powers of 

Careers Guidance  

Extracurricular activities  
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leadership and the qualities of responsibility, self-reliance, resourcefulness, endurance,  perseverance 

and a sense of service to the community. Cadets have opportunities to canoe, sail, attend weekend 

and summer camps, and train for Ten Tors and Duke of Edinburgh. Pupils and students in KS4 and 5 

continue to attend clubs and in addition may offer extracurricular activities to younger pupils 

themselves, or assist teachers in the provision of such opportunities further developing their 

leadership skills. 

 

Homework is set so that pupils and students can develop the essential self-study skills necessary to 

achieve and fulfil potential.  Homework gives individuals an opportunity to work independently and 

take responsibility their own learning. “Homework” is the generic term we use for work done outside 

timetabled lesson time. 

 At Trinity School homework is set to complement and enhance learning 

 Homework may consolidate or extend prior learning, or may involve preparation for future 

learning. Some subjects use flipped learning to ensure that pupils and students come to 

lessons prepared to develop the more advanced skills of analysis and application already 

relatively familiar with the subjects matter 

 Homework also contributes towards the development of skills to become self-confident and 

independent in their learning. 

 Homework will often be done at home, but students may use “free time” and Study Club time 

to work on homework tasks in school 

We set homework because:  

 It is one means by which pupils and students acquire new knowledge and make good progress. 

 It encourages students to develop the skills, confidence and self-motivation needed to study 

effectively on their own. This is vital for students; given the importance of life-long learning 

and adaptability and the ability to think and learn for themselves 

 It encourages the understanding that learning can, should and does occur outside lessons as 

well as inside them.  

  It also encourages students to explore a variety of diverse sources of knowledge and ideas, 

such as the School and other libraries, books, journals, the internet, family and friends 

 It can help to consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding developed at school 

 It can help extend school learning, e.g. through additional reading, research and project work 

 It encourages parental involvement in students’ school‐related work and encourages a 

partnership between School and home 

 It helps manage particular demands, such as coursework 

 

We set meaningful and appropriate homework by ensuring that: 

 It is challenging, relevant and of interest to students 

Homework  
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 Is appropriately differentiated and fully inclusive taking into account the 

teacher’s’understanding of the aptitudes, needs and prior attainment of the pupils and 

students. 

 Is carefully planned and appropriately integrated with class work and/or schemes of work in 

such a way that facilitates an achievement and if appropriate an effort grade to be awarded 

at least once per cycle 

 It promotes independent thinking and learning. 

 Is clearly explained  

 Is manageable and, where necessary, appropriately structured.  Larger, longer tasks, covering 

more than one homework may involve intermediate deadlines and tasks 

 Is time-bound; students should be able to complete homework to a high standard in the time 

allocated.  

 It takes a variety of forms; reading, research, written tasks or exercises, project work, 

preparation of presentations, learning for a test, etc. 

 Homework may occasionally involve completing work set in class. 

The setting of homework 

Key Stage 3& Key Stage 4 Homework Allocations: 

Subject 

  
Year 7 

  
Year 8 
  

Year 9 
  

Year 10 Year 11 

Maths 2 x 20 mins 2 x 30 mins$ 2 x 30 mins 2 x 45 mins 2 x 60 mins 

English 2 x 20 mins 2 x 30 mins$ 2 x 30 mins 2 x 45 mins 2 x 60 mins 

Science 2 x 20 mins 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30 mins 3 x 45 mins 3 x 60 mins 

R.S. 1 x 20 mins 1 x 30 mins 1 x 30 mins 1 x 45 mins 1 x 60 mins 

Geography 1 x 20 mins 1 x 30 mins 1 x 30 mins 1 x 60mins 1 x 90 mins 

History 1 x 20 mins 1 x 30 mins 1 x 30 mins 1 x 60mins 1 x 90 mins 

French/German 2 x 20 mins 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30 mins 2 x 30mins 2 x 45mins 

D & T 1 x 20 mins* 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 60mins 1 x 90 mins 

Art 1 x 20 mins* 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 60mins 1 x 90 mins 

Music 1 x 20 mins* 1 x 30 mins * 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 60mins 1 x 90 mins 

Drama 1 x 20 mins* 1 x 30 mins * 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 60mins 1 x 90 mins 

ICT (per cycle) 1 x 20 mins* 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 60 mins* 1 x 90 mins* 

PHSME 1 x 20 mins* 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 30 mins* 1 x 60 mins* 1 x 90 mins* 

Business Studies    1 x 60 mins 1 x 90 mins 

PE    1x60mins 1x90mins 

Max total h/w 
subjects: 14 14 14 11 11 

Total number 
h/wks: 17 17 17 15 15 

Total h/wk time: 5hrs 40 mins 8 hrs 30 mins 8 hrs 30 mins 11hrs 45 mins 16hrs 30 mins 

* when set      
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$ or 1 x 60 mins         

 

Sixth Form: 

 Every subject ensures that work is set that will take a student about four to five hours a week 

in Lower Sixth and five to six hours per A2 subject per week in the Upper Sixth 

 No homework timetable is issued, homework is recorded on Show My Homework and 

students are supported by tutors if necessary in ensuring that they manage their time 

effectively to meet deadlines 

 It is expected that Sixth Form students will read and undertake research outside set Study 

times at School and during the holiday periods 

 

It is important to recognise that: 

 The frequency and nature of homework will vary according to subject. 

 There will be some variation from week to week depending on the topics and skills being 

taught in a particular subject 

 Although homework should be a regular part of planning for learning, we do not encourage 

the setting of homework for the sake of meeting the homework timetable 

 Where possible, homework will not be set with a due date of the following day and should 

have a minimum of 48 hours to be completed, unless negotiated with students in Sixth Form 

to allow for pre-reading. 

 The time allocation is necessarily only a general indicator of the time to be spent 

 

Feedback on homework: 

 All homework completed by students is be acknowledged, appropriately assessed according 

to the School Marking Policy and written feedback given within the completion of the two 

week timetable cycle 

 Feedback is, wherever possible, be formative, indicating how improvement could be possible 

and the next steps that students need to take in order to improve 

 Parents should be aware that homework may occasionally be marked by pupils themselves as 

part of a self and peer-marking programme 

Rewards and praise: 

Effort and attainment with homework will be valued and recognised by teacher comment, both 

written and verbal, and through the use of the school rewards system of ‘Credits’.  

Teachers inform Key Stage Heads and/or Heads of Department of pupils and students to be praised 

for their exceptional effort and/or achievement 

Absence & Courtesies: 
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When a student has been absent, for whatever reason, it is the responsibility of the student to ensure 

that ALL missed work, (i.e. class work & homework), is completed punctually.  In the event that a 

student knows in advance that they are likely to miss a lesson, (e.g. for a music lesson or a sports 

fixture), then it is their responsibility to ask their teachers for permission to miss the lesson and for 

details of work likely to be missed.  Whether permission for absence is granted will depend upon 

whether the student is up-to-date with scholastic obligations and is at the discretion of the member 

of staff whose lesson will be impacted.  

System Of Support To Ensure Submittal Of Homework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Role of Parents: 

The role of the Parent 

 

The Role Of The Parent 

Student first fails to hand in home work to deadline. 
Teacher inserts ? in register and informs the student that they are to attend B2 for either a Department Supervised Sanction (DSS) or a 
Lunchtime Detention(LD) depending on how many home works they have missed across the school.  Right clicking in the register next 
to the ? causes a comment box to appear. Please insert a comment that starts ‘Homework’ as Carol will use this to screen detentions.  
If a student is also late, add L to the comment. Teachers use their professional judgement regarding exceptional circumstances, which 
are the exception not the rule. 

If students have less than three?s across the school 

They attend B2 for a supervised sanction for each 

missed home work but do not enter the formal 

sanctions system. 

If students have accrued three?s from across the school 

Tutor checks the register each morning which will have the 
student’s name in red if they are in B2. Tutors enter, Focus, 
lesson monitor, edit marks and it will show every student in 
the tutor group and the ?s that they have. Tutors can access 
comments here. 
They discuss the lack of homework with the student and 

explain that they have now entered the formal sanctions 

system. An e-mail will be sent home by Carol Harper 

informing the parents or boarding tutors of the situation and 

inviting them to contact the tutor. Tutors will be copied in. 

Liaison with boarding tutors needs to be proactive 

 

Further non-submission of homework will result in further 
detentions.  Colleagues continue to give detentions for other 
sanctions e.g. behaviour or dress. 

Tutor checks the register each morning which will 
have the student’s name in red if they are in B2.  
Enter, Focus, lesson monitor, edit marks and it will 
show every student in the tutor group and the ?s 
that they have accrued. Tutors can access 
comments here. 
They discuss the lack of homework with the student 
and explain that if they receive a third ? they will 
enter the formal sanctions system and boarding 
tutors guardians and parents will be contacted. 
Support is offered to ensure that they do not 
escalate 

Tutor monitors weekly report using focus, lesson 
monitor, edit marks which identifies how many DSS 
or LDs the tutees have received that week. JT will 
also provide a report that shows detentions 
throughout the academic year. 
Tutors to use professional judgement about 
contacting parents or guardians; liaising with 
boarding tutors and teaching staff; setting action 
plans for students; or liaison with KSH regarding 
mentoring or use of report cards. 

If you agree an extension to submit the work and they miss this, they immediately get a LD. You will need to e-mail Carol Harper in 
this event 

When 10 detentions in total have been accrued, they receive 

their second KS Detention and a letter is sent home to parents 

informing them what they have received the ten detentions for 

and inviting them into school to discuss with the KSH 

Tutors to use professional judgement about contacting day 

parents, setting action plans for students, or liaison with KSH 

regarding mentoring or use of a report card 

The accrual of five detention results in a Key Stage Detention. A 

letter is sent home identifying why they have received the 

detention and parents are invited to contact the tutor. Tutors to 

use discretion as to whether they initiate contact 

11th detention, KSH calls home 

12thdetention. Parents are invited into school again 
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The school seeks to work positively in partnership with parents to help to support the learning of 

students. Parents can help to ensure that homework is as effective as possible in various ways, such 

as:  

 Providing a structured time and a suitable place in which pupils can do their homework.  

 Making it clear to their children that they value homework and believe that it can help their 

children to make good progress.  

 Encouraging  children in their homework tasks 

 Helping children with the organisational skills required for independent study 

 Checking planners weekly and signing to say that homework has been completed. Form tutors 

monitor homework through checking the student planner on a regular basis 

 

  

Baseline Testing 

All pupils and students are assessed at their entry to the school and in transition between Key Stages. 

Trinity currently uses the following assessment packages in the senior department: CAT4 MIDYIS, 

YELLIS and ALIS, however a review is underway and it is expected that CAT 4 will be used more 

extensively.  

The data is used to inform referrals to learning success if there is a mismatch between the components 

of the assessments which may indicate a learning difficulty. All teachers are provided with the baseline 

data and teachers discuss progress against the assessment predictions in faculty meetings chaired by 

the Directors of Learning. 

Assessment to inform progress 

Assessment is seen as an integral part of teaching and learning and therefore is embedded within the 

subjects’ curriculum time with teacher, peer and self-assessment used as a tool to drive progress. 

Praise is used to motivate and clear guidance is provided as to how pupils and students are to progress. 

The nature of this guidance varies according to subject area with many subjects providing written 

feedback in the pupils and students’ written work and others such as the more practical subjects such 

as Performing Arts, providing verbal feedback which is recorded on pupils’ and students’ phones or on 

video camera for them to refer to in order to know how to progress. 

Data is used extensively to inform planning and teaching interventions. Teachers record effort and 

achievement date for all pupils and students approximately twice per half term. Directors of Learning 

use this data to discuss their progress with their Subject Leaders and teachers and discuss learning 

opportunities within and between subjects to promote learning and progress. Pupils and students that 

are progressing in some subjects and not others are discussed to establish whether best practice is 

transferable between subject areas and teaching and learning strategies are shared within and 

between the faculties. 

Pupils in KS3 are tracked against their development of skills required for GCSE study. Skills descriptors 

are written for the grades 9-1 and pupils review their progress against these grades in My Progress 

Assessment  
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Tracker sessions in curriculum enrichment or tutor time, in which they reflect on the feedback given 

to them in their exercise books and their written reports in order to consolidate their understanding 

of how they have progressed to date and how to progress further. 

At Key Stage 4 and 5 in GCSE and A level subjects pupils and students are assessed against examination 

mark schemes. At BTEC extensive feedback is provided to pupils during the teaching and learning 

phase and following submission of their first draft of an assignment.  

Grades awarded on reports reflect current achievement based on performance against GCSE criteria.  

Achievement in English and Maths is measured on the new 9 to 1 scale.  All other GCSE subjects 

continue to use the old A*to U scale during the 2016-17 academic year and will progress to the 9-1 

scale as examination reform rolls out.  

There are up to 27 available grades for pupils and students in KS3 (and in KS4 for the reformed GCSEs  

to be assessed against) as + and – signs are used to motivate students in their progression as they 

move from 1 to -2 to 2 to 2+ etc up to grade 9. 

 Grade alone means working at that level.  

 Grade + means working at the top of the grade meaning, with continued progress, a move to a 
higher grade is likely. 

 Grade - means working at the lower end of the grade meaning, if progress is not improved, a 

move to a lower grade is likely. 

Within GCSE the following comparison against the old and new grading system applies 

New Grading Structure Old Grading Structure 

9 

 

8 

 

7 

A* 

 

A 

6 

 

5 

 

4 

B 

 

C 

3 

 

2 

 

1 

D 

 

E 

 

F 

 

G 

U U 

 

Effort scores 

Effort is recorded on grade cards, reports and appropriate pieces of work as follows: 

**** Exceptional level of effort 

*** Very good level of effort 
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** Good level of effort 

* Some effort shown 

 No effort shown 

Calibri 11, Bold) 

Formative comments  

Formative comments are required on marked work as a minimum of once per cycle for core subjects 

however teachers are encouraged to write comments more frequently in order that pupils and 

students know how to make progress. 

 

Work scrutiny 

Work is scrutinised as part of the senior Management and Leadership Visit process, in My Progress 

tracker sessions and from 2017 through interviews with pupils and students by members of the senior 

management team 

 

General  

 The Senior Department tries, whenever possible, to limit the number of pupils or students in any 

teaching set to twenty four.  Where the set contains pupils or students with an unusually high spread 

of ability or where the specific needs of one or more pupils or students cannot reasonably be met by 

one teacher, the Learning Success Department makes every effort to provide a classroom assistant.  

Individual lessons with Learning Success teachers are provided in consultation with parents.  

Students may be withdrawn from individual lessons for the purposes of instrumental, singing or tennis 

lessons.  Wherever possible these are arranged on a rota to minimise disruption to the remainder of 

each student’s curriculum.  In general, these lessons are not arranged at times corresponding to core 

subject lessons.  

New subjects or accreditations may be introduced only with the backing of the Headmaster who will 

bear in mind the opinions of the relevant management teams, most notably the Director of Studies, 

Directors of Learning and Subject Leaders.  Examination boards are selected by the Subject Leaders 

and any changes made involve consultation with the Director of Studies and the school Governors. 


